
tomorrow’s peacebulders 2015
The global awards for local peacebuilding

an inTroducTion To The awards

Tomorrow’s Peacebuilders are the global awards 
for local peacebuilding. 

Awarded annually, they offer international 
recognition for grassroots peace activists in 
conflict-affected countries worldwide.

These are inspiring individuals who are building 
a better tomorrow for their communities, in the 
world’s most fragile and needy places. 

impacT of The awards

Armed conflicts affect 172 million people 
worldwide. They set back a country’s growth by 
30 years. They are the biggest single obstacle to 
economic and social development in emerging 
nations. They are destabilising the world order.

In every conflict there are local people building 
peace. They are monitoring and preventing vio-
lence, defusing tensions, rebuilding communities 
and restarting economies. They run dynamic and 
innovative organisations that offer practical solu-
tions to deep-rooted conflicts. But they are unsung 
heroes.

Tomorrow’s Peacebuilders gives them recogni-
tion and reward. It makes the world aware of the 
achievements of local peacebuilders and gives  
prize money to their organisations – so they can  
do even more.

In its first two years, the awards received 556 en-
tries from 68 countries, ranging from Afghanistan 
to Zimbabwe. The prizes recognised life-saving 
projects with former child soldiers in Uganda, 
Israeli-Palestinian youth, villagers affected by drug 
wars in Colombia, and more.

In 2015 we want to make the awards bigger 
– and noisier. We are creating new prize 
categories to showcase the lifesaving issues 
that peacebuilders work on. And we are 
seeking a media sponsor for publicity. We want 
the whole world to celebrate these local heroes 
along with us.

The 2015 awards

We are looking for sponsors of prizes for these 
categories, each crucial to building peace:
•	 Women and conflict
•	 Young people and peace
•	 Technology and conflict prevention
•	 Business and peacebuilding
•	 Transitional justice
•	 Inter-religious peacebuilding
•	 Peacebuilding through the arts

We would like each prize to be worth $10,000. 
Because the peacebuilders need this help to stop 
violence and save lives. And because we want 
to attract even more entrants and build global 
awareness of the power of local peacebuilding.

Track record

In 2014 the awards attracted 225 entries from 53 
countries. The prize-giving event was compered by 
our Patron, the distinguished actor Mark Rylance, 
and awards presented by BBC correspondent 
Bridget Kendall.

Winners were selected by a judging panel of inter-
national experts and fellow peacebuilders, includ-
ing Lord Jack McConnell (UK special envoy on 
peacebuilding, and former Scottish First Minister).

2014 winner Vahidin Omanovic from Bosnia said: 
“It is a great honour for us to be awarded Peace 

global reach of The awards
556 entries received from 68 countries to date

2013 winner: cnsJ 
Ex-child soldiers rescued  
from the Lord’s Resistance  
Army in Uganda return to  
school in their village. Here they will learn a trade 
so they can support themselves in civilian life 



Direct’s ‘Tomorrow’s Peacebuilder’ award. Ten 
years of hard work, influencing the population 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina to overcome their 
prejudices and hate against each other, have been 
recognised and celebrated with the award.

“For us, after being neglected by the Bosnian local 
government for many years, this recognition is an 
enormous boost to our work and it’s great to be 
supported by Peace Direct.”

Last year’s winners powerfully demonstrated the 
innovation and excitement of local peacebuilding. 
Their projects ranged from helping escapees 
from the Lord’s Resistance Army in Uganda, 
to stopping inter-tribal warfare in Papua New 
Guinea. All could show that they were locally led, 
cutting edge, and making a lasting difference to 
people’s lives in conflict areas. 

2015 will be the third year of Tomorrow’s 
Peacebuilders.

awards organisers

Tomorrow’s Peacebuilders is organised by Peace 
Direct, global champions of local peacebuilding. 

We fund peace projects in conflict zones, manage 
the leading online resource on the subject, advise 
policy-makers and professionals, and publish best 
practice information. We have twice been judged 
best NGO in the independent Keystone Survey of 
62 international aid agencies.

Detailed information on our work and achieve-
ments can be found on our website at www. 
peacedirect.org.

source of enTries 2013-14

Americas (42): Argentina (4), Colombia (19), Costa 
Rica (1), El Salvador (1), Guatemala (1), Jamaica 
(1), Mexico (8), Peru (1), USA (6). Europe (14): 
Bosnia (5), Croatia (1), Kosovo (3), Macedonia 
(2), Romania (1), Serbia (1), UK (1), Asia-Pacific 
(122): Afghanistan (3), Armenia (1), Azerbaijan 
(5), Bangladesh (3), Cambodia (3), East Timor 
(2), Georgia (1), India (19), Indonesia (2), Iraq (2), 
Israel (2), Kazakhstan (1), Myanmar (3), Nepal (16), 
Pakistan (46), Palestine (3), Papua New Guinea 
(1), Philippines (13), Sri Lanka (4), Thailand (1), 
Yemen (1). Africa (378): Benin (2), Botswana (1), 
Burundi (13), Cameroon (8), DR Congo (58), Gambia 
(2), Ghana (4), Guinea (3), Ivory Coast (3), Kenya 
(53), Liberia (6), Libya (1), Malawi (1), Mali (1), 
Mozambique (1), Niger (2), Nigeria (27), Republic of 
Congo (2), Rwanda (11), Senegal (1), Sierra Leone 
(4), Somalia (5), South Africa (9), South Sudan (3), 
Sudan (4), Tanzania (2), Togo (1), Uganda (37), 
Zambia (2), Zimbabwe (7).

Tomorrow’s peacebuilders

2014 winner: hearTbeaT 
Israeli and Palestinian youths gather to make music 
together – and thereby learn to understand and 
respect each other’s community. For many, it is the 
first time they have met as equals
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nexT sTeps

Soft launch of the 2015 awards is in June, when we 
open the call for entries. In September the shortlist 
will be publicised, and in December the winners will 
be announced at our awards event in London.

For more information about the awards, or how  
to get involved with them, please contact Jonathan 
Lorie, Head of Communications, on jonathan@
peacedirect.org.


